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Dear Rising Seniors,

Congratulations! You have successfully met the requirements to advance to your senior year of high
school. And not only that, but you’ve been selected to take the most challenging--and most
rewarding--ELA course at the high school level: AP Literature & Composition. College Board
describes the course as follows:

The AP English Literature and Composition course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing
about imaginative literature (�ction, poetry, drama) from various periods. Students engage
in close reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their understanding

of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read,
students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of �gurative

language, imagery, and symbolism. Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and
argumentative essays that require students to analyze and interpret literary works.

Preparation for the course begins, of course, with your Summer Reading Assignment. Though
reading over the summer may be the last thing on your mind right now, the data is very clear on the
subject – summer reading is extremely bene�cial to your success. Going extended periods of time
without reading leads to all sorts of losses: loss of comprehension progress, loss of cognitive
sharpness, loss of knowledge, and loss of reading speed and endurance. In short, if you don’t read,
you lose. If you read, you gain. And because your college and career plans will require the discipline
to work outside of classroom parameters and complete work independently, this is great preparation
for your future, regardless of what that might be.

Your summer reading assignment will be to read and annotate TWO books. Details regarding how to
annotate your books will be provided on the following pages, as will additional details regarding
course preparation.

Your work is due on the �rst day of school, and your annotations will be checked for a grade.
Additionally, you will use your books and annotations to help you write an in-class essay.

As an added BONUS, you may also complete a creative project for your book that will be graded for
extra credit. This optional project will be due via email no later than Friday, September 1st, 2023.

If you have any questions at all, do not hesitate to email me at wharris@belovedccs.org.

Sincerely,

Ms. Harris
HS ELA Department Chair
BelovED Community Charter HS



Directions: Choose one novel from the orange table and one novel from the blue table below. You
must choose one from EACH; you may NOT read two books from the same table. Once you have
chosen, read and annotate EACH novel. This will be your �rst grade in AP Lit, so be sure to annotate
effectively. Annotation guidance is given for you after the novel choices.

Book #1 Choices

The Classical &Medieval Periods (1200 BCE-1485 CE)

Beowulf by Unknown The Odyssey by Homer
Meditations by Marcus

Aurelius

The Aeneid by Virgil The Republic by Plato Oedipus Rex by Sophocles

The Canterbury Tales by
Geoffrey Chaucer

The Divine Comedy by Dante
Alighieri

King Arthur and the Legends
of the Round Table by Thomas

Malory

The Renaissance & Reformation Period (1486-1660)

Othello by Shakespeare King Lear by Shakespeare Paradise by John Milton

The Prince by Machiavelli Don Quixote by Cervantes Utopia by More

The Enlightenment Period (1601-1790)

Candide by Voltaire Blazing World by Cavendish Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes

Die Wahlverwandtschaften (The Elective Af�nities) by Goethe*

*Be sure you are purchasing an English translation! If you need assistance, I’m happy to help!



Book #2 Choices

The Romantic Period (1790-1830)

The Mysteries of Udolpho by
Radcliffe

Pride and Prejudice by Austen Emma by Austen

The Victorian Period (1831-1901)

Wuthering Heights by E.
Brönte

Great Expectations by Dickens Jane Eyre by C. Brönte

The Importance of Being
Earnest by Wilde

Tess of the d'Urbervilles by
Hardy

Anna Karenina by Tolstoy

The Modern Period (1914-1945)

The Stranger by Camus
The Sound and the Fury by

Faulkner
Nightwood by Barnes

Heart of Darkness by Conrad A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man by Joyce

To the Lighthouse by Woolf

The Postmodern Period (1946-)

A Happy Death by Camus
A Clockwork Orange by

Burgess
The Bell Jar by Plath

Oranges Are Not the Only
Fruit by Winterson

Carrie by King Ancillary Justice by Leckie

The Virgin Suicides by
Eugenides

Good Omens by Gaiman White Teeth by Smith



Sample Annotation Page

Note: These are my actual annotations from a college literature class. I do not expect every single
page to look like this; however, I should be able to tell that you were truly engaged with the text
through your notes. Remember that reactions are important, but analytical notes prove you were
thinking critically as a reader (and that is the goal).



Recommended Tasks:
● Take a look at this list of recommended texts for AP Literature, and read some (many!) of

them. There are hundreds of texts recommended for this course. College Board has a WEALTH
of information to choose fromwhen it comes to assessing your knowledge, because there is no
shortage of quality literature out there. To put it simply, the more you have read, the more
successful you will be on this exam. It’s just a fact. For each novel you read on the list, a quiz
will be available (should you ask for it!) for you to take during the 23-24 school year. If you pass
the quiz, you’ll receive extra credit added to your course grade for your hard work. There’s no
limit to the number of novels you can read or quizzes you can take-- so READ!

BONUS Task: Complete ONE of the following creative projects and email it to Ms. Harris no later than
September 1 in order to receive extra credit.

★ TikTok Journal
○ Create a TikTok account dedicated only to this project.
○ Record a series of TikTok videos based on your novel. You should create a minimum of

�ve (5) videos. Any additional videos you create would be appreciated and encouraged,
but optional.

○ Once you are �nished, email a link to view your TikTok with Ms. Harris.
■ TikTok #1: Record a book review. What are your thoughts on the book as a

whole? Thumbs up? Thumbs down? What did you like or dislike? Check out
other TikTok book reviews to see somemodels. #BookTok

■ TikTok #2-TikTok #4: Reenact three favorite scenes from the novel. You may
involve parents, siblings, friends--or even pets!--to take on the character roles, in
addition to yourself. Or, if you want to do some inventive editing and costume
work, you can play all the characters yourself.

■ TikTok #5: Find an existing sound on TikTok that relates to your book in some
way. Create a video that demonstrates how the sound ties into the novel.

★ Graphic Novel
○ Design and illustrate a graphic novel (comic book) version of an important scene from

the novel.
○ Your graphic novel should be at least �ve pages in length. If you are artistically gifted,

this is an opportunity to show what you can do!
○ You may use this Graphic Novel Template Kit: Click HERE!

★ Playlist
○ Brainstorm ten (10) songs that would work as a “soundtrack” to the novel.
○ Create a slideshow or a list of the songs. For each one, include the song’s title, musical

artist, and a 2-3 sentence explanation of how it �ts a scene or character in the novel.
Your list or slideshow should be colorful and inviting for the viewer. All of your writing
should be proofread. Be sure to include speci�c text evidence to support your choices.

https://prod-edxapp.edx-cdn.org/assets/courseware/v1/548fe546deacaa817d63a60d19029f52/asset-v1:BerkeleyX+ColWri11.1+3T2018+type@asset+block/AP_Lit_Readings2.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AQ9ARHT_ZaefaoTSH3MmBx_JnZuA6qlgyJctUkt7CTg/copy


★ Poetry Journal
○ Write a collection of original poetry inspired by the characters, events, and themes of

your chosen novel.
○ You should compose a minimum of �ve (5) poems. Any additional poems you write

would be appreciated and encouraged, but optional.
○ Each poem should be at least ten lines in length. Your poetry may rhyme, or not (or

some combination). You have creative control!

★ Songbook
○ Write a collection of original songs inspired by the characters, events, and themes of

your chosen novel.
○ If you are going to submit recording(s) or video(s) of your songs being performed, you

should compose a minimum of three (3) songs. Your songs must include lyrics.
○ If you are simply going to write the songs without recording any performance, you

should compose a minimum of �ve (5) songs.

★ Trading Cards
○ Create a collection of trading cards based on the characters from your novel.
○ The front side of each card should feature a photo or illustration of the character. The

back side of each card should feature a short bio, strengths, weaknesses, allies, and
enemies. Also include one quote from the character, cited from the novel.

○ Your collection should be well-designed, colorful, and detailed. Each card should be at
least 3” x 5” in size.

○ This project should be chosen for novels that have at least �ve major characters.


